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United Stales General Accoimling Oitice ¢
Washington, DC 20548 - GL%&%?I’Counsel
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|
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The Honerable Cyrus R, Vance pe rot nike availabls to publio reading | .
The Secretery of State
AR 30 1979

Dear Mr, Secretary?

This is in response to a letter from Mr, Roger B, Feldman, Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Budget and Finance, dated Denember 27, 1978,
requesting that Ms, Jvana M, Martinpez Miranda, a Class "B Cashier at
the American Embassy ia Asuncion, Paraguay, be relieved of liability L
for loss of $2,412 1in cash, [REQI\E.ET -fo QELICF o{ I.-ld.bll.l""d]

The loss of $2,412 occurred in September, 1973, when United States
currency was shipped from the Department of State by diplomatilic pouch
at the request of the American Embasay in Asuncion, Paraguay. The
Embassy had placed an order with the Office of Finance to purchase
United States dollars which could not be obtained locally for their
requirements, The order was accounpanied by properly endorsed canhier
replenishment checks with which to purchase this currency.

Mr, Feldman's letter descvibed the manner of shipment of the
cash} :

"The shipment of currency was sealed in a cash envelope,
It was then sealed in a mailing envelope addressed to the
Budget .and Fiscal Officer and plainly mavked 'Deliver Unopenad
to Addresaece,' This in tufn was sealed in an outer mailing
envelope with the same addresezee, and which carried Diplomatice
Pouch Mail Registration Number 1478917, By prearrangement the
package was carried to the Department's Mail and Pouch Room
one hour before the pouch to Asuncion was to cloae. The
package was placed in the pouch aleng with other items, The
post was then notified by classified telegram of the shipping
arrangements,'

The pouch did not arrive at its destination and all of its contents
have apparently beea irretrievably lost, A Committee of Inquiry concluded
that therve was no negligence on the part of Ma, Miranda and that the loss
wes beyond her control,

S0 736
7

(W

L NN I S we B )
- . - P Y R I LA ERFEY L T N R N Sl LR
» - . L . £ wey an



An accountable officer is generally considered to be any Guvernment
officer or employee who, by reason of her employment is responsible for,
or has custody of, Government funds, See e.g,, B-188894, September 29,
1977,

Apparently, since Mr, Feldman requested relief on behalf of the
cashier, the loss is chargeable to her ascount, Thare 18 no evidence
of any negligence on her part and we agree with the Department that relief
should be granted. :

However, the person ﬁeaponeible for wailing the funds presumably
had custody of the fupnds in the course of his official duties and hence
would be considered an accountable nfficer in his own vright at the fime
the funds were mailed, The Departmept must therefore determine who was
accountable for the currency at the {;ime it was mailed, Collection .
action should be taken againat that accountable officer unless the
Department decides to requeat relief, Any relief request would have
to be accompanied by more detailed information than has heen provided
concerning rejection by the Treasury Department of your claim under the .
Government Losses in Shipment Act, as well as the revort of the
Committee of Inquiry, along with investigative reports and cther repbrts
and other records supporting the request, Our concurrence with an’ agency
recommendation for relief must be based on our independent review of the
record on which it relies,

Sincevely yours,

. JILEON SOCOLAR .

Milton /. Socolar
General Counsel






